12                 Life and Worship.

neighbours were feasted with sweetmeats, and worship
was offered to the goddess Sasthi." In addition to the
feasting at the house, twenty-one small baskets, filled
with parched rice, plantains, sugar-cane, etc., are sent
to married women whose husbands are still living. The
goddess Subhachini, a form of Durga, is also worshipped.
The reason of this is given in the following legend. A
poor Brahman boy saw a fish-woman carrying fish for
sale, and he began to cry because he could not buy it.
The woman, moved by his tears, gave him some, and
said she would call for the money on her way home.
The fish was cooked, but as the mother had no money
to pay for it, the fish-wife took it back. Though the
boy lost the fish, he tasted the water in which it had
been boiled, and was so delighted with its flavour, that
he could not resist the temptation of stealing a lame
duck belonging to the king. The duck was missed,
investigation made, and the culprit was tried, condemned,
and imprisoned. His mother was almost beside herself
with grief. Durga, in the form of Subhachini, appeared
to her in a dream, and advised her to worship her under
this name. She did so, and, as part of the ceremony,
made seventeen ducks of rice paste, one of which had a
lame leg. At its close, some holy water that had been
brought for the sacrifice fell upon the feathers of the
stolen bird ; and although the boy had eaten its flesh, it
came back to life, and was sent to its royal owner.
He called for the mother, who told him the wonderful
story; whereupon he ordered the release of the boy,
and gave him his daughter in marriage. Subhachini is
associated with Sasthi, in the hope that she will take
the child under her especial care, and rescue him from
the difficulties that may beset him in life.
When a boy is six months old, his name is formally